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WHAT WOULD YOU 
DO COME TO 

EXCHANGE 
WE 

IDEAS 
RESOURCES 
GOODS 
SERVICES 

ON CENTRE 
AVE 



1625 

2001 

CENTRE AVENUE CORRIDOR 

PLACEMAKING 
Guidelines for streetscape and development. 

IDENTITY 
Craft an authentic and unique identity that 
creates a competitive advantage.  

ACTIVATION 
Identify a plan of action.  
 

OUR FOCUS  

From Dinwiddie to Reed, create a redevelopment design plan 



UNDERSTAND 

ASSETS AND ASPIRATIONS 
 

DEVELOP 

A TOOLKIT OF STRATEGIES & IDEAS 
 

CREATE 

SCENARIOS FOR OUR FUTURE 
& PATHS TO IMPLEMENTATION 
 

1625 

2001 

16 SEPTEMBER 2014 

CENTRE AVENUE CORRIDOR 
OUR PROCESS 

28 OCTOBER 2014 

JANUARY 2015 

1 

2 

3 



PHYSICAL & 
FUNCTIONAL ASSETS 

MAPPING EXISTING & DESIRED 



SEEING WHAT WE THINK CENTRE AVE  

IMPORTANT TO ME 

IMPORTANT TO COMMUNITY 

NEEDS TO BE IMPROVED 



COMMUNITY ASSETS 
FUTURE DESIRES 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

EXCITEMENT FOR 
EXPECTED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

SUPPORT FOR EXISTING 
COMMUNITY ANCHORS 

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

PLACES THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO  

ME 



EXCITEMENT FOR EXPECTED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

SUPPORT FOR EXISTING 
COMMUNITY ANCHORS 

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

ANCHORS INSTITUTIONS 
ARE SUPPORTED 

LACK OF CURRENT ACTIVITY 
= LOW ACCEPTANCE 

MAINTAIN HISTORIC LOOK 
AND FEEL 

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

MAINTAIN HISTORIC 
INTEGRITY 

LESS DESIRED USES AND 
VACANCY 

IMPORTANT TO  

ME COMMUNITY IMPROVE 



EXCITEMENT FOR EXPECTED 
IMPROVEMENTS 

SUPPORT FOR EXISTING 
COMMUNITY ANCHORS 

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

ANCHORS INSTITUTIONS 
ARE SUPPORTED 

LACK OF CURRENT ACTIVITY 
= LOW ACCEPTANCE 

MAINTAIN HISTORIC LOOK 
AND FEEL 

INTEREST IN COMMUNITY 
FOCUSED GREENSPACE  

MAINTAIN HISTORIC 
INTEGRITY 

LESS DESIRED USES AND 
VACANCY 

IMPORTANT TO  

ME COMMUNITY IMPROVE 



USES & QUALITIES 
INVENTORY EXISTING & DESIRED 





STREETSCAPE 

COMMUNITY & FAMILY 
RECREATION & GREEN 

RETAIL & BUSINESS 

WE WOULD COME TO CENTRE AVE TO… 

FOOD & CULTURE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
ARTS & CULTURE 

10 ME 25 40 75 

EXISTING RESIDENTS PRIORITIZE 
RETAIL & BUSINESS, 
ENTERTAINMENT & CULTURE, 
RECREATION & GREENSPACE 
 
YOUNGER RESIDENTS MIGHT 
CREATE A CULTURE AROUND  
ENTERTAINMENT & ARTS 

n = 39 n = 10 n = 10 n = 9 n = 9 



IDENTITY 
ASPIRATIONAL THEMES & GOALS 







 



BENCHMARKING 
PRINCIPLES & PRACTICES 



PHYSICAL & FUNCTIONAL ASSETS 
USES & QUALITIES 
IDENTITY 

EXAMINING 

FORBES & MURRAY NORTH & FEDERAL U-STREET, DC 

CORRIDOR 
 

ANCHORS INSTITUTIONAL & RETAIL 

IDENTITY LOCALLY SERVING RETAIL 
& BUSINESS AND FOOD & 
CULTURE, SOME REGIONAL 
ATTRACTIONS 

INCOME DIVERSE,SUPPORTS 
DENSITY & RETAIL DIVERSITY 

BUSINESS TYPES LOCALLY OWNED 
BUSINESSES RECIRCULATE 
WEALTH WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

CAPTIVE COMMUNITIES STUDENTS 
AND RELIGIOUS 

DISTRICT/CENTER 
 

ANCHORS CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 
AND HEALTH  

IDENTITY ARCHITECTURAL, CULTURAL, 
& INSTITUTIONAL LANDMARKS 

INCOME DIVERSE, BUYING POWER 
AUGMENTED BY REGIONAL VISITORS 

BUSINESS TYPES NATIONAL 
BUSINESSES FILL THE VOID WHERE 
LOCAL BUSINESSES ARE ABSENT 

CAPTIVE COMMUNITIES HEALTH CARE 

CORRIDOR/DISTRICT 
 

ANCHORS RESTAURANTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 

IDENTITY ARCHITECTURAL, CULTURAL, 
& INSTITUTIONAL LANDMARKS 

INCOME DIVERSE, BUYING POWER 
AUGMENTED BY REGIONAL VISITORS 

BUSINESS TYPES NATIONAL & LOCAL 

CAPTIVE COMMUNITIES UNIVERSITY, 
YOUNG BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS, 
AND PART OF CLOSE NETWORK OF 
MULTIPLE COMMUNITIES 



SCENARIOS 
IMAGINING THE FUTURE OF 

CENTRE AVENUE 





ADJACENT COMMUNITIES 



ADJACENT + REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES 



INTERIOR GROWTH 



USE 



USE 



USE + IDENTITY 







ADJACENT COMMUNITIES 



ADJACENT + REGIONAL 
COMMUNITIES 



INTERIOR GROWTH 



 CENTRE FLOW SCENARIOS 
WELCOME HOME 

STAY AWHILE 












