
Hill District,  Pittsburgh PA

Hill District Community Meeting

June 25, 2020



Welcome
Marimba Milliones, 

Hill CDC



Housekeeping 

ÂWe will take limited Q&A after each 
agenda item

ÂPlease feel free to drop questions in the 
chat on Zoom OR on Facebook Live ðwe 
have individuals monitoring that will either 
respond in chat or we will read it live

ÂIf you want to ask your question live, please 
leave a note in the chat and we will unmute 
you at the appropriate time
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Agenda
ÂWelcome & Context Marimba Milliones, Hill CDC

Â Census Update Marimba Milliones, Hill CDC

ÂCentre Heldman Plaza

ÂCommunity Review Process Felicity Williams, Hill CDC

ÂEvents to Date Julie Edwards, URA

ÂURA Plans Julie Edwards, URA

ÂThe Real Estate Maya Fews and Laya Mathews, URA

Â Community Scorecard Review Felicity Williams, Hill CDC

Â Important Factors to Consider Marimba Milliones, Hill CDC

Â Next Steps and Timeline Julie Edwards, URA

Â Presentations from RFI Respondents All
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Context
Marimba Milliones, 

Hill CDC



Centre Heldman Plaza
ÂFormer: Shop ôn Save with Dollar Bank, Crazy Mocha, 

State Farm Insurance, Subway, and empty store front

Iƛƭƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ϷмоΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ IŜƭŘƳŀƴ tƭŀȊŀ ƴŜŀǊǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ





Background

ÂCentre Heldman Plaza was headed to bankruptcy 

ÂURA acquired from Hill House Association in early 2020 
with stated intent to engage in community process to 
transfer ownership

ÂURA decided to maintain ownership for short term and 
midterm, and potentially at least an ownership interest 
long term

ÂURA released a RFI (Request for Interested Tenants) for 5 
available spaces 

ÂURA staff initially planned to make tenant selections; they 
instead partnered with the Hill CDC and DRP to assure 
your input.





TOP 10!









Centre Heldman Plaza: 

Community Review 

Process

Felicity Williams, Hill CDC



Community Input on Tenant 

Selection

ÂHill CDC and URA worked to create an adapted 
version of our DRP process for tenants

ÂEach of the interested tenants were given a 
questionnaire designed to give the Hill District 
Community insight into their business, who you are 
as a business owner, and alignment with various 
goals and strategies to serve the Hill District 
population both economically and culturally.

ÂThere were a few respondents who elected not to 
share their RFI responses and/or questionnaire as a 
part of the process



Summary of Responses to the 

URAõs Request (14 Total)

ÂFinancial ð1

ÂHealthcare ð1 

ÂOffice ð4 

ÂFood/Drink ð4 

ÂHealth and Beauty ð1 

ÂChildcare ð1 

ÂNational Dollar Store/Retail ð2 

Note:

Three initial respondents 

are not interested in moving 

forward at this time, 

including a medical office, 

law office, & food/drink. 

One national dollar store is 

still considering.  One food 

and beverage business did 

not follow -up.  One Beauty is 

not presenting tonight.  One

Childcare also is not 

presenting tonight.



QUESTIONNAIRE

Â Your name

Â The name of  your business

Â How many years has your 
business been in operation?

Â Do you have a formal business 
plan and marketing strategy for 
the Hill District?

Â How many employees does your 
business have or require?

Â Will you be hiring for your Hill 
District location?

Â If yes, do you plan to hire from 
the Hill District neighborhood 
first?

Â Why did you choose to be 
located in the Hill District?

Â Do you operate as a MBE, WBE, 
or DBE?

Â Have you conducted a marketing 
study to determine whether or 
not your business will be 
successful in the Hill District?

Â If yes, was your market study 
completed formally or 
informally ?

Â In what ways will your business 
complement existing business 
offerings in the Hill District ?



Â How will your business 
contribute to the development 
of the commercial and cultural 
goals of the Hill District?

Â Does your business have the 
capacity to engage in simple 
civic communications activities 
that support the development 
of the Hill District's business 
corridor?

Â If you aren't selected as a 
tenant in Centre Heldman 
Plaza, would you be interested 
in other potential locations in 
the Hill District ?

ÂShould you need support, are 
you interested in participating 
in business development 
cohorts provided by the Hill 
CDC?

Â Please select your target 
income demographic(s) Check 
all that apply.

Â Please select your target age 
demographic(s) Check all that 
apply.

Â Please select your target racial 
demographic(s) Check all that 
apply.



Â Please select your target gender 
demographic(s) Check all that 
apply .

ÂPlease select your target 
educational attainment 
demographic(s) Check all that 
apply .

ÂPlease include other demographic 
information you would like to 
share.

Â Have you had an opportunity to 
review the Greater Hill District 
Master Plan and the Centre 
Avenue Redevelopment and 
Design Plan at 
www.hilldistrict.org/
hilldistrictplans ?



What Will Happen Tonight?

ÂEach Presenter has 5-7 minutes to present

ÂFollowed by 5 minutes of Q&A

ÂAny attendee can ask questions, only
residents can score



Summary of Engagement for 

Respective Tenants



Centre Heldman Plaza: 

Events to Date
Julie Edwards, URA





Centre 
Heldman 

Plaza 
Events to 

Date 

July 6, 1994: URA acquires the land that now holds Centre Heldman Plaza 

April 28,2011: URA sells property to Centre Heldman Plaza, LLC 
(a subsidiary of the Hill House Association) 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмоΥ {ƘƻǇ ƴΩ {ŀǾŜ hǇŜƴǎ 

aŀǊŎƘ мфΣ нлмфΥ {ƘƻǇ ƴΩ {ŀǾŜ /ƭƻǎŜǎ

November 14, 2019: URA Board casts a series of votes to gain site 
control of the property to protect the future of this community 
asset

March 2, 2020: Request For Interested Tenants (RFI) issued

November 25, 2019: URA acquires Centre Heldman 
Plaza

March 11, 2020: Site Tour 2 

March 9, 2020: Site Tour 1

April 1, 2020: RFI Responses due

June 3, 2020: DRP Meeting



Centre Heldman 

Plaza: Plans
Julie Edwards, URA



Short Term Site Plan

ÂThe URA is looking to lease the vacant 
spaces in the plaza

ÂTo understand the types of businesses 
interested in locating there, the URA issued a 
Request for Interested Tenants (RFI) on 
March 2, 2020



Medium -Term Site Plan 

ÂThere will be a community engagement 
process to vet any potential grocery store 
operators who may be interested in moving 
into the Plaza

ÂThis community process will be done in 
tandem with the Hill Districtõs Development 
Review Panel (DRP)



Long -Term Site Plan 

ÂTo better understand the communityõs desires 
for the site, the Hill CDC, Councilman Lavelleõ 
Office, the Department of City Planning and 
the URA are undertaking a site activation 
planning process to be launched this fall.

ÂThe Master Plan was originally completed in 
2011 and has served as the neighborhoodõs 
comprehensive plan since that time. The 2020 
update will update and codify the plan and 
engage the community to create a 
complimentary site activation plan for Centre 
Heldman Plaza.



Centre Heldman Plaza: 

The Real Estate
Maya Fews & Laya Mathews

URA









+ Space 1:1846 Centre Ave (Former Subway)
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Space 2:

1844 Centre Ave 

(Former 

Insurance Co.)
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Space 3: 1840 Centre Ave (Raw)
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Space 4: 1836 Centre Ave (Former Crazy Mocha)
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Street

Approx: 1,460 ft2



Spaces 5&6:1850 Centre Ave (Former Shop & 
Save)
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Approx: 
30,000 ft2

Commercial 
Kitchen

Heldman 
Street





Community 

Scorecard Review
Felicity Williams, Hill CDC



Basics

ÂThe Scorecard allows each resident to give their 
preference for each respondent once their 
presentation has been reviewed.  

ÂYou will have until midnight to complete the 
scorecard

ÂLink for scorecard can be found at: 
www.hilldistrict.org/centreheldmantenants click 
òScore Potential Tenantsó we will also drop the 
link in the Zoom chat and FB comments

http://www.hilldistrict.org/centreheldmantenants


Â Name

Â Address

Â Phone Number

Â Email

Â Are you a Hill District resident?

Â Did you attend the Virtual 
Community Meeting on 6/25/20?

Â What are your top 5 choices of  
the presenting businesses? 
(checklist ðno order)

Â What are your secondary    
choices of the presenting 
businesses? (check list ðno order)

Â Rank First, Second, Third, Fourth, 
and Fifth preference ðdrop down 

Â If not selected for Centre 
Heldman Plaza would you be 
interested in a business being 
located elsewhere in the Hill 
District ?  If yes, where?

Â Is there a business type not listed 
that you would like to see? ðcheck 
list 

Questions



Important Factors to 

Consider

ÂSpaces each tenant is interested in 

ÂNeeds of community now

ÂNeeds of community in the future

ÂLocation ðthere will be other commercial space 
sites along Centre Avenue 

ÂSurrounding businesses 



Respondentõs Space 

Interests



RFI Respondent 

Presentations



Pittsburgh Promise
Interested in spaces #1 -5






















